
Excise Tax Advisory
Excise Tax Advisories (ETA) are interpretive statements issued by the Department of Revenue under authority of RCW
34.05.230.   ETAs explain the Department’s policy regarding how tax law applies to a specific issue or specific set of facts.
They are advisory for taxpayers; however, the Department is bound by these advisories until superseded by Court action,
Legislative action, rule adoption, or an amendment to or cancellation of the ETA.

NUMBER:   016.12.171                      CONVERSION DATE: July 1, 1998

ETBS have been made Excise Tax  Advisories, and have retained their old
number.   Advisories with a 2 (plus three digits) are new advisories, ETBs that
have been revised and readopted after review under the Department’s
regulatory improvement program, or advisories that have been revised and/or
readopted.

To inquire about the availability of receiving this document in an alternate
format for the visually impaired or language other than English, please call
(360)753-3217.  Teletype (TTY) users please call 1-800-451-7985.

Please direct comments to:
Department of Revenue
Legislation & Policy Division
P O Box 47467
Olympia, Washington 98504-7467
(360) 753-4161  eta@DOR.wa.gov

Page 1

JOB SITE PLANTS AND PUBLIC
ROAD CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS

Issued July 1, 1966

Does a contract for public road construction for which a bid has been entered but which has not yet been
awarded at the time of location of a temporary asphalt plant fall within the ambit of a ruling granting the
classification of public road construction to the production of road mix at temporary plants located primarily to
service similar contracts previously awarded?

Taxpayer located a temporary asphalt plant to service a public road construction contract awarded prior to
the location of the plant and to service a similar contract bid for, but not yet awarded when taxpayer located his job
site plant.

According to a letter issued September 25, 1958, by the Tax Commission to the asphalt industry, plants
temporarily located for the purpose of servicing road construction contracts previously awarded would be
considered a part of the road construction facilities.  As such the value of the raw materials used would be the
measure of the use tax.  However, the second contract was not awarded prior to the location of the plant.  Therefore
the measure of the Use Tax for materials used in performing this contract would be the value of the prepared mix
which would include labor costs at the job site plant.


